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Bibliographical Note

The subject of microbiology is not well documented as far textbooks and elementary expositions are
concerned. There are many books dealing with branched of the subject: bacteriology (medical and
agricultural). Industrial microbiology, microbial genetics, microbial biochemistry are examples, but
even in these specialized areas of the subject few books combine comprehensiveness, readability and
comprehensibility at an elementary level. Thus the list that follows is a personal selection of books I
happen to be aware of and that I know are available; the omission of a title familiar to the reader does
not mean that it is unworthy.

General microbiology

Few authors have attempted a synoptic account of microbiology as a discipline in its own right. Two
creditable attempts, pitched at the sixth-former’s or first year undergraduate’s level, are: Hawker,L. S.
and others: An Introduction to the Biology of Micro-organisms, Edward Arnold, 1960.

Stanier, R.Y, Duodoroff, M and Adelberg, E A.: General Microbiology, Macmillan, 1963.

A useful primer for absolute beginners is:

Vines, A.E. and Rees, N.: The Microbes, Pitman’s, 1967.

Economic Microbiology

There is no comprehensive Work on economic microbiology at any level. The industrial side can be
filled in with the aid of several standard works, notably:

MICROBES AND MAN

Rose, A. H.: Industrial Microbiology, Butterworth, 1961- which does not assume too much basic
knowledge.

Smith, G.: Introduction to Industrial Mycology, 6th Ed., Arnold, 1969.

Medical Microbiology

T'am not aware of any popular account of this field; a medical student’s crib probably contains information
in its most concentrated form. A standard work is:

Cruickshank, R.: Medical Microbiology, E. & S. Livingston, 1965.

Microbial Ecology

The author of the first good book on this subject (published in 1966) had realized by 1967 that it would
soon need revision; nevertheless, it is a good start:

Brock, T. D.: Principles of Microbial Ecology, Prentice-Hall, New York, 1966.

Microbial Chemistry

Several books exist on this subject; a brisk account for students with reference to more advanced
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matters, is:

Rose, A. H. Chemical Microbiology, 2nd Ed., Butterworth, 1968.

Microbial Genetics

A popular account of recent developments in this rapidly changing field is:

Clowes, R.: The Structure of Life, Penguin Books, 1967.

Origin of Life

An accurate, entertaining and sometimes idiosyncratic account by one pf the major contributors to this
field is:

Bernal, J.D.: The Origin of Life, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1967.

BIBLIOGRAPGICAL NOTE

Chemistry

Amplification of the purely chemical matters that I alluded to in Chaptersl and 6 should be found in
any ordinary textbook of chemistry.

A good up-to-date one is:

Buttle, J.W., Daniels, D.J. and Beckett, P.J.: Chemistry:

A Unified Approach, Butterworth, 1966.
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