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Take, O take those lips away
That so sweetly were foresworn
And those eyes, the break of day,
Lights that do mislead the morn;
But my kisses bring again,
bring again!
Seals of love but sealed in vain,
Sealed in vain!
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At landing I shewed the custom-house officers my letter from
the king of Luggnagg to his Imperial Majesty: they knew the
seal perfectly well; it was as broad as the palm of my hand.
The impression was, 'A king lifting up a Lame Beggar from

the Earth.'
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There are no tyrants that can completely suppress the
soul of man. They can control newspapers and printing-
offices, they can suppress speech and destroy pamphlets, they
can put prophets to death, but they cannot bridle the human
heart or command human sympathies to cease. There never
will be complete totalitarianism because there will always be
human faces that will not merge into the lump, there will
always be human hearts that will not fuse into the mass.
There are no dictators who can command the secret citadel
of man’s free soul.
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On looking at the moon through a telescope for the first
time, some surprise may be experienced when one sees how
clear and hard every detail seems to be quite free from mist
of any kind. The reason is that there is no air or only a
very small amount of it on the moon; and it is now certain
that there is no water on the moon though the great dark
spaces on it were, when first looked at through the telescope,
taken for seas, and names were given to them with that idea
in mind, which they have still kept, as for example, the Mare
Tranquilatis, Mare Imbrium and so on.

Possibly these great dark spaces are full of something
which was at one time liquid and which has been made solid
by the cold. Under these conditions it does not seem proba-
ble that any of the living forms present on the Earth have
any existence on the Moon.

There is a number of mountains on the Moon as high
as those on the Earth, though the Moon is smaller in size.
There are great round rings seen on its surface, through the
telescope, like those rings formed by the edges of fire-moun-
tains on the earth. But if ever there were {fires in these great
holes, they have been cold for a very long time.

Everything on,the Moon, when seen through the teles-
cope, gives the onlooker the feeling that complete death has
come upon it, if it ever had anything living on it.
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8 e WHIE AL-AZHAR UNIVIERSITY

Al-Azhar El Sharif is regarded as the oldest Islamic
University in the whole world. It stands in the heart of
Cairo. Jauhar Es-Sekelly, the slave of the Fatemite Caliph,
Al Muéz Lidine-illah Al Fatemy laid its foundation in
359 Hijri and completed it in 361 Hijri. At present the
total number of students is roughly 13,000 and there are
about 250 professors and teachers. The running expenses
amount to 350,000 Egyptian pounds. The total number of
its foreign Muslim students is approximately as follows:

130 from the Sudan, 128 from Syria, 6 from Irak, 43
from Arabia proper, 130 from Kurdistan, 73 fom Turkey,
35 from Ethiopia, 16 from Nigeria, 8 from India, 8 from
Afghanistan, 168 from North Africa, 65 from Java and 25
from China.

Its students receive instruction in Arabic, theology geog-
raphy, mathematics, astronomy, engineering, physics, the
English language and some other Oriental languages as Per-
sian and Urdu.
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4 — THIE POST OFFICE STARP

A villager who wished to spend as little money as pos-
sible on his journey home, asked his friend’s advice.

“Write your address on your forehead,” he said, “stick
some stamps on as well, then wait by the letter box for the
postman.”

The villager did as he was told. After some time the
postman came along. He emptied the box but as he was
leaving, the villager said angrily, “Why don’t you take me
with you ? Don’t you see the address and stamps on my fore-
head?”

The postman thought for a while. Then he struck the vil-
lager a resounding blow on his forehead.

“Why did you strike me?” cried the villager indignantly.

“I did not strike you,” answered the postman. “That was
the post office stamp”.
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10 — THE GREAT WIRIE OF LONDON (1666)

It broke out at a baker’s shop near London Bridge, on
the spot on which the Monument now stands as a remem-
brance of these raging flames. It spread and spread and
burned for six days. The nights were lighter than the days;
in the daytime there was an immense cloud of smoke, and in
the night-time there was a great tower of fire mounting up
into the sky, which lighted the whole country for ten miles
round. Showers of hot ashes rose into the air and fell on
distant places; flying sparks carried the conflagration to
great distances, and kindled it in twenty new spots at a time;
church steeples fell down with tremendous crashes; houses
crumbled into cinders by the hundred and the thousand. The
summer had been intensely hot and dry, the streets were very
narrow, and the houses mostly built of wood and plaster.
Nothing could stop the tremendous fire, but the want of more

houses to burn.

Charles Dickens
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